
OLVER ANNOUNCES MORE THAN $2 MILLION IN USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDS FOR BLANDFORD

  
           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced           today that the town of Blandford will receive more than $2 million           in grants and loans from the United States Department of Agriculture's           Rural Development to finish improvements on its water system.

           "Blandford is a small community, with a population           of only about a thousand, and does not have the revenue to fund these           necessary upgrades," Olver said. "This funding will complete           the job of improving a public water system that serves many private           homes along with buildings and facilities used by the public, and at           least one business."

           Blandford will receive a grant of $735,000 and a           $1,300,623 loan at 4.375 percent interest over 40 years to finance           the third and final phase of improvements to the water system. The           project includes the replacement of a five-mile portion of the water           distribution system and construction of a water filtration plant. 

           The existing distribution system is failing because           of age and substandard construction. There have been numerous pipeline           breaks causing the town's water supply to be interrupted for           long periods of time.

           The town is under a mandate by the Massachusetts           Department of Environmental Protection to upgrade the existing water           system, which serves approximately 211 homes, three Massachusetts Turnpike           facilities, four town buildings and a general store.

           The first two phases of the project were funded in           part through two USDA Rural Development loans totaling $2,472,500 and           two grants totaling $2,022,937, both awarded in fiscal year 2002.

           # # #

           For more information, contact Bill Levakas, chairman           of the Blandford Water Commission, at 413-848-2605.
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